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a girl he doesn’t love her anymore and
he’s going to leave her.”

*Claudine injects hersell personally
into every play or movie she sees,” Andy
explained to me. **She’s sad or happy, de-
pending on what television soap opera
she’s just looked at. Not long ago she saw
a woman on TV whose husband had a
broken leg. When 1 came home, I noticed
that she was looking at my leg anxiously.”

Andy resumed his self-analysis. “In
addition to not being very aggressive, 1
once said that all I want out of life is to be
comfortable. I try, but 1 don’t know if it’s
possible to make the business I'm in com-
fortable. The ideal setup for me would be
to have my own weekly TV show during
the regular season, but only if it's a show
in which I'm allowed to do what I want to
do and if I'm given enough money to do
it with. Inaddition it would be pleasant to
have a few successful recording dates and
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a couple of nice long nightclub engage-
ments at Vegas set on an annual basis. I'd
be interested in a top-drawer movie, 0o,
but there's none in my immediate future.
While I've signed three-year contracts to
appear in Vegas and a few other spots
year in and year out, the biggest thing in
my life is recording.”

I asked him if he ever made a record
that had sold more than a million copies.
He grinned and shook his head. “You've
been reading my publicity releases,” he
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said. “You should know better than to
believe them. My recording of Canadian
Sunset would have sold a million if 1 had
made the first recording pressed of it, but
the first version was instrumental, and
that shrunk the sales of my vocal. 1 still
think my platter of Hawaiian Wedding
Song will sell a million. It’s sold eight or
nine hundred thousand to date, and it's
still selling.

*As a singer I spend most of my time
trying to find songs that are honest, and
by honest I mean songs whose words |
can mean when I sing them. Not long ago
I ended an album with the standard,
Danny Boy. 1 think that will appeal to
kids. It doesn’t jump, but it’s honest.
Young people can smell things that are
phony quicker than adults. They know
whether words written to be sung are true
or not, If they’re phony, they call them
icky."

“What happens to you if you're a
rock-"n’-roll singer and your audience
grows up?” I asked Andy.

*You retire a rich man at twenty-two,”
he told me. He added seriously, “That’s a
problem which faces all young singers
with a teen-age following. If they fail to
grow up with their fans, they're in trouble.
The twist has made rock-"n"-roll almost
unnecessary, but although it has changed,
it is still with us.”

*Changed how?" I asked.

“The music is softer,” Andy told me.
“Not as noisy as it was. Strings are
popular again. They're using violins be-
hind rock-"n’-roll singers. It tones them
down. They’re not so screamy. Some ex-
bobby-sox blitzers like Elvis Presley try
for a new career in movies. A few of them,
like Sinatra in From Here to Eternity,
Dean Martin in The Young Lions and Sal
Mineo in Exodus, really make it, although
Sal was never a singer. He was a teen-age
idol who more or less carried a tune.
Somebody said, ‘He's got to make a rec-
ord.” So he made a record, Start Movin'.
The record didn't do well, but Sal went
into movies. His best work is the fine,
sensitive job he did in Exodus.”

In contrast to the “‘accident™ that cata-
pulted others into the entertainment
world, Andy was almost literally pushed.
The prime mover was his dad, Jay E.
Wi!liams. a railway mail clerk on the
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad and
an enthusiastic church-organ player and
amateur singer. When Andy was born,
Jay and Florence Bell Finley Williams al-
ready had three sons, Richard, Robert
and Donald. Their father recognized a
ready-made quartet when he heard one.
Andy began singing at age eight.

“What my brothers and 1 did best to-
gether was sing,” he told me. “‘Our voices
b!endcd. That’s a family trait. The King
Sisters have it. The McGuire Sisters have
ll And we began so young that we could
sing like the King Sisters when we tried.

"“We sang first in the Presbyterian
Church choir loft. The congregation
wasn't big enough to produce a choir, so
the elders turned to my father. He had
one—the four Williams brothers. He ac-
companied us during rehearsals.”

The crowning moment of Andy’s early
boyhood, however, had nothing to do
with music. His father playfully *‘deliv-
ered” him like parcel post. The father’s
mail train stopped at Wall Lake going
one way, but not coming back. Andy once
hopped a ride on it. To get his son home,
the senior Williams popped him into a
mailbag, arranged with the locomotive
engineer to slow to ten miles an hour in
passing through Wall Lake on the way
back, and hung the mail bag from the side
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